Discovering How Americans Speak
by Laura Brookins
Many countries in the world speak English. However, the way the English words are pronounced in each country can sound very different. For example, in America a person will pronounce all the letters in the word “park”, but a person from New Zealand may pronounce it without the “r” sound so it sounds more like “pahk”.  If you are living in America, you will need to learn to pronounce English words the way Americans pronounce them in order for people to understand you when you speak. The sounds of the English language may be difficult for you depending on what your native language is, but practice will help you sound more like an American.
Vowel Sounds

Today’s lesson will focus on the short and long vowel sounds. The vowels in the English language are: a, e, i, o, u and sometimes y. In written English there can be several different ways to spell each vowel sound, but we will focus on pronouncing the sound and keep the spellings simple.




Short



Long
A                        

hat




hate





can




cane





tap




tape

E



met




meet





ten




teen





step




steep
I



kit




kite





pin




pine





strip




stripe
O



hop




hope





con




cone




pop




Pope




Short



Long

U



tub




tube





cub




cube




cut




cute
              When Y is used as a vowel it can have a long “i” sound or a long “e” sound.

Y



Long “i”



Long “e”




my




happy





by




lonely





cry




empty

Practice
Use the words we learned above in sentences of your own, being careful to pronounce the vowel sound correctly.
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