The First Thanksgiving

(Enter Narrators. Stand SL and SR.) 

N-1 (Enter “1620” Poster; stand SC): The date: 1620 
N-2 (Enter “Plymouth, England” poster; stand SC): The Place: The harbor- Plymouth, England

N-1 (Posters exit): See the men, women, and children boarding that small ship? They struggle to carry on large bundles of food and supplies. They’re obviously planning a long journey. From their plain clothing you can see that they are simple folk, not powerful or influential in any way. 
N-2: And yet, these simple pilgrims, setting out on a long journey to a new land, are remembered even today, nearly 400 years later. (Enter Pilgrims with ship)
N-1 & 2: This is their story…  

N-1: What could cause 100 simple Pilgrims to board that ship and travel across the Atlantic Ocean to the New World, America? 

N-2: What could convince them to risk their lives on the open sea? To face storms? Possible attacks by pirates? Lack of food? 

N-1: What could drive them to settle in a land full of unknowns, to face starvation and countless dangers? (Exit Pilgrims and ship)  
N-2 (Enter pilgrims without ship; huddle in prayer-SL; Enter King-pose, making edict while Pilgrims huddle in secret-SL): The Pilgrims were seeking a place where they could worship God in the way they chose. The King of England had declared that everyone must worship God the same way he did. 
N-1: At first, the Pilgrims met to worship in secret, but the King had spies. Many Pilgrims were arrested and jailed. (Enter Soldiers, find Pilgrims and drag them off stage. Exit King.)
N-2: So they decided to leave England and make new homes, in the New World across the sea. (Enter Pilgrims with ship; pantomime narration.) The journey was difficult. 
N-1: Their tiny ship, the “Mayflower,” was crowded. Many were crammed below decks where it was stuffy, dark, and cold. There was no toilet; no water for washing. Every day they ate the same thing: pickled beef, stale bread, and cheese. Eventually the bread got worms and the water turned bad. 
N-2: Halfway through their voyage huge storms hit the Mayflower. (Enter Storms-run around spraying Pilgrims and audience from spray bottles. Enter Sea-2 people-unroll blue plastic in front of ship. Grasp ends and shake for stormy sea.) It seemed as if the little wooden boat would break in two. Almost everyone suffered from seasickness. And yet…after 9 long weeks, the little Mayflower was still afloat. (Exit Storms & Sea. Pilgrims remain on stage in ship.) 
N-1(Pantomime narration): Early one morning, a lookout spotted something dark in the distance. (Lookout points.)  

N-2: What was it? Could they have spotted land? 

N-1: Yes! The grueling journey was nearing its end! They had reached the New World! Soon, wild, sandy beaches came into view with many trees and grey sky, but no inhabitants. Would it be safe? Were there native peoples hiding nearby, waiting to hurt them or steal from them? 
N-2: A small search party was sent ashore. (Exit Search Party of 2-3 Pilgrims.) They walked for miles and miles along the lonely coast until, at last, they discovered a fresh water spring. How good to taste the sweet, clean water! (Exit all. Lay ship down on stage. Enter Pilgrims without ship-pantomime building, planting, & hunting.) 
N-1: The pilgrims chose a parcel of land with a stream, good soil for growing crops, protection from the elements and hostile natives, and a fine harbor for ships. This was where they would build their town. 

N-2: They would call it “Plymouth.” 

N-1: However, winter had arrived. Severe storms, cold, and snow slowed their work. (Pilgrims “freeze.” Enter “Snow,” pelting frozen Pilgrims with “snowballs.” Snow then exits. Enter “Winter -2 people carrying white plastic. Lay plastic “snow” over Pilgrims. Enter Winter.)
 N-2 (Pantomime narration: The winter was so harsh and the food so scarce, everyone suffered. Many got sick and half of them died from illness or starvation during the first winter. 

N-1 (Pantomime narration): For fear that the Natives would discover how few of them were left alive, they buried their dead in secret graves. 

N-2: Eventually, the long hard winter drew to a close. Perhaps there was reason to hope once again. 
N-1 (Enter Samoset and Squanto. Pantomime narration.): Then, one day, two Native men walked right into the Pilgrims’ camp. People were terrified, but the men were friendly. “Welcome,” they said. Speaking English. Their names were Samoset and Squanto. Samoset had learned a little English from sea captains. 
N-2: As a young brave, Squanto had been captured and sold as a slave in Spain. Some men of God helped him to escape to England where he lived for many years and learned the language. Eventually Squanto found passage on a ship heading back toward the New World. When he arrived, he learned that most of his people had died of disease while he was away. He lived among other Native tribes until meeting the Pilgrims in Plymouth. (Exit Samoset.)
N-1 (Pantomime narration.): Squanto taught the Pilgrims to live off the land and to plant fish along with corn seeds making their soil richer, where to find wild berries, and how to hunt for deer. 
N-2: In spring, the Mayflower sailed back to England (Soldiers pick up ship and “sail away” [exit] as Pilgrims watch and wave.) taking away the Pilgrims’ only possible means of escape from their new home. But not one of them chose to sail back to England. This is where they would stay.
N-1 (Pilgrims pantomime working, bring out (pretend) baskets of food): All spring and summer the Pilgrims worked hard, planting, building, making homes for themselves. By autumn, it was obvious all their hard work was worth it. The harvest was large; food was abundant! It was a time of plenty for the Pilgrims and they were so thankful-for shelter, for food, and for their new friends, the Native peoples. They wanted to celebrate this great bounty with a Thanks-giving feast. 
N-2 (Enter Natives, led by Massasoit and Squanto. Pantomime greeting one another, eating, & playing games.): They invite their friends from the tribe. Massasoit, the chief, agrees to come…along with…90 braves…and plenty of wild game to share! For three days, the people celebrated, thanking God for His goodness. There were games, competitions, and Native dances. There were prayers of thanksgiving. And much feasting! (All exit.) 
N-1: Many years went by. Thousands more people crossed the ocean and made their homes in the New World. Eventually, a country was born-the United States of America. 
N-2 (Enter “1863” Poster & Lincoln): In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln declared “Thanksgiving” a national holiday. It is to be a day of thankfulness to God and a day to remember that First Thanksgiving so many years ago. (Exit Poster & Lincoln)
N-1 (Enter “2014” poster): In 2014, most Americans still celebrate Thanksgiving with family and friends. Many still use it as a day to be thankful to God for the blessings in their lives, to gather together…and feast!

N-2: Typical foods are turkey, potatoes, vegetables, sweet potatoes, and pumpkin pies…all foods you would have found at the original Thanksgiving feast in the 1600s!

N-1 (Enter entire cast during narration): Yes, it all stems from a group of brave men and women who made friends with people very different from themselves; people who longed to worship God freely and to thank Him for the blessings He gave them. 

N-1 & 2: The End (Cast bows!) 
N-1=Narrator 1


N-2=Narrator 2


SC=stage center


SL=stage left


SR=stage right 








PAGE  
5

