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The First Christmas
The Christmas Story

A. Read Luke 1:26-38 The Angel Brings a Message to Mary

1. Who brought a message (v 26)? _____________________________________________

2. Who was Mary (v 27)? _____________________________________________________

3. What did the angel tell Mary (v 31-35)? ________________________________________

4. What were they to name the baby (v 31)? ______________________________________

5. Does this seem impossible to you? (v 37). ______________________________ 

6. What was Mary’s response? (v 38)____________________________________
B. Read Luke 2:1-7 Jesus Born in a Manger
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1. Why did Joseph and Mary go to Bethlehem (v 3)? __________________

2. Why did Mary lay the baby on a bed of hay (v 7)? __________________

3. Why do you think God chose a humble way for Jesus to be born? 

_____________________________________________________________

C. Read Matthew 2:1-2, 8-11 Wise Men Travel Far to Worship Jesus
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1. The wise men from the East had a great knowledge of science. They traveled a long way to worship Jesus. How did they know where to find Jesus (v 2, 9)?
____________________________________________________________________
2. What did they give to the baby Jesus (v 11)? 
____________________________________________________________________________
· Have you heard this story before?

· Is this hard for you to believe?




· Why is this event in history so important for us?
Prophecies about Jesus’ Birth 
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A prophecy is a prediction of what will happen in the future. There are more than 300 prophecies about Jesus in the Old Testament. They were written 400 to 1000 years before Jesus was born. This gives evidence that the Bible was not written just by men themselves, but that God directed the writing of it. Also, there are other ancient writings by scholars and historians who were not Christians that show that the Bible record is accurate. 
Prophecy 1: Jesus would be a descendant of King David (in David’s family line)

Reference: Isaiah 9:6-7 “A child has been born for us...His names will be Wonderful Advisor and Mighty God...He will rule David’s kingdom.”

Time of Writing: 700 BC

Fulfillment in New Testament: Matthew 1, Luke 1:32; 3 [Matthew 1 tells the family line of Jesus through Joseph: Luke 3 tells the family line of Jesus through Mary (Heli is Mary’s father, Joseph’s father-in-law)]

Prophecy 2: Jesus would be born of a virgin (a woman who never had sex)
[image: image1.wmf]Reference: Isaiah 7:14 “But the Lord will still give you proof. A virgin is pregnant; she will have a son…”

Time of Writing: 700 BC

Fulfillment in New Testament: Matthew 1:25 “But they did not sleep together before her baby was born…”

Prophecy 3: Jesus would be born in Bethlehem

Reference: Micah 5:2 “Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are one of the smallest towns in the nation of Judah. But the Lord will choose one of your people to rule the nation—someone whose family goes back to ancient times.”

Time of Writing: 700 BC

Fulfillment in New Testament: Luke 2:4-7 “So Joseph had to leave Nazareth in Galilee and go to Bethlehem in Judea…King David’s hometown...and while they were there, she gave birth to her first-born son.”
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Prophecy 4: Jesus would be called back from Egypt

Reference: Hosea 11:1 “...I called my son out of Egypt.”
Time of Writing: 725 BC

Fulfillment in New Testament: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-20 “…an angel from the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph while he was still in Egypt. The angel said, “Get up and take the child and his mother back to Israel…“
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