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Idioms:

What does the expression “Shop ‘til you drop” mean?
  

Other idioms:

To be in someone else’s shoes: to be in the place of someone else
Eric was glad to not be in Maria’s shoes when she took her TESOL test. 

On a shoestring: with very little money
Kara did not go shopping with us because she is on a shoestring right now with her new business. 

On the house: everything is free
My uncle said that all the drinks at the wedding were on the house. 
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Melissa bought quite a few pairs of shoes. 
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Use the above idioms in a sentence. 


Terminology:

Explain what these terms mean:

Return: I need to return my shirt because it was too big. I told the cashier that I had a return.

Exchange: She exchanged her sweater for a different colored sweater. 

Receipt:  You need your receipt in order to return an item. The cashier gave me the receipt after I paid for the groceries.

Rebate:  I need to mail in the rebate so that I can get $70 off my contact lenses.

Coupon:  I have a coupon for the muffins. So, I saved $.50.

Bar Code: My daughter likes to go to the self-check out lane and run the bar code through the scanner. 

Sales Tax: Some states do not have sales tax on clothes. What is the sales tax in your hometown? Is it the same all over your province or just your city?

Types of payment/money:

How do you pay for groceries? For clothes? Do you use a personal check? A credit card? Cash?

When would you use a traveler’s check? A money order?

A penny is worth ___________ cent. A dime is worth _______________ cents.

A quarter is worth _______________ cents. A nickel is worth ____________________ cents. A silver dollar is bigger in size and amount than a half dollar. Have you ever seen a silver dollar or a half dollar coin? 
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Do you have any special place to shop that has bargains?

Have you ever been to garage sales? What is a garage sale? Do you have anything like this in your country?

Do you shop at Goodwill or Salvation Army? Where is the closest Goodwill store to you? Have you ever dropped off anything at Goodwill?  

Do you shop at Wal-Mart? Are there any stores like Wal-Mart in your hometown?  

In your country do you try to talk down the prices any time? When is it appropriate to try to barter down the price in the United States?  

Favorites:

For what items do you prefer the brand name rather than generic? What things do you not care if you get the generic?

What is your favorite clothing store and why? What is your favorite grocery store and why? What is your favorite restaurant and why?  

Talking to salespeople:

If a sales person asks you, “May I help you?” some possible responses could be…

“I am just looking, thank you.” 
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“Do you have any______________________________?”

“Do you take checks?”

“Do you have layaway?”

“Do you have any more shoes in the back?”

When would you say these things? Practice these and fill in the blanks when needed. 
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