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Thanksgiving History
Why do Americans celebrate Thanksgiving Day? Describe what you know about the first Thanksgiving. 
Thanksgiving Traditions
If you are invited to an American home for Thanksgiving dinner, what can you expect to experience?
1. What traditions do Americans enjoy at Thanksgiving? 

2. What foods will be served at a Thanksgiving dinner?

3. What activities are enjoyed after dinner?
4. One tradition that many Americans practice is sharing something they are thankful for before they eat the meal. Another tradition is Five Kernels of Corn. (See separate document.)

5. What one thing are you thankful for?

Idioms (Read these aloud and discuss their meanings.)
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Dialogue (Do the dialogue more than once, rotating roles.)
Marilyn:
I’m excited about going to the Brookins’ home for dinner tonight.

Bob:

Me too. I’m so hungry I could eat a horse!

Marilyn: 
Well, please don’t pig out. You will embarrass me.
Bob:

Well, you always eat like a bird.

Marilyn:
I know the hostess is bending over backwards tonight to make a great dinner.

Bob:
Just thinking about the menu just makes my mouth water. The last time we were at their house, the food was so delicious.

Marilyn:
I know I really enjoyed it too. Come on, let’s hit the road. It’s time to go.
Pronunciation (Repeat the words and practice the sentence several times.)

This    that    these    those    them    then    there    she    cheese    sees
Tongue Twisters
Then there are those that chose these.

She sees cheese.

Vocabulary

invitation
RSVP
manners
etiquette

guest
host
hostess
gift for the hostess

menu
centerpiece
buffet
family style

place setting
open house
place cards
appetizers



Table Settings
Have you been invited to Thanksgiving dinner? What are some of your concerns about visiting an American home for a meal?
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Thanksgiving Traditions





to be so hungry you could eat a horse = to be very hungry


pig out = to eat a very large amount of food


to eat like a bird = to eat a very small amount of food


bending over backwards = put yourself in a difficult position to help someone


make one’s mouth water = look or smell very good so that it makes you want to eat or drink very much


hit the road =leave a place to go somewhere else.





Look at the table setting before you. Let’s talk about correct placement of silverware and dishes. See if you can answer these questions:


How do you know which utensil to use?


What do you do with your silverware when you are finished eating?


What direction do you pass the food dishes? 


What do you do with the napkin at the end of the meal?


What if you do not like or are allergic to the food that is served?


Should you offer to help the hostess in the kitchen?


Should you bring a gift for the hostess? 











Discussion 


Take turn reading and answering the questions. These questions are about your country.)





Do you have a holiday similar to Thanksgiving in your country? 


Is it common to have formal dinner parties in your home in your country?


What are some dinner party customs in your country?


Is the seating arrangement at the table important in your country? How is the table set?


What kind of food and drinks do you serve the guests?


Do people serve food buffet style?


What do you do in your country if you were at someone’s house for dinner and you did not like the food?


Do you invite the host & hostess to your home for dinner to repay them?
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