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What’s the Number?
by Karen Evans
Commonly misunderstood numbers in English

Practice saying these cardinal numbers and listen to how your teacher pronounces them.  

15

50

14

40

13

30

When do you use the ordinal (first, etc.) numbers?  Pronounce each one.  

1st first
5th fifth
9th ninth
13th thirteenth
17th seventeenth

2nd second
6th sixth
10th tenth
14th fourteenth
18th eighteenth

3rd third
7th seventh
11th eleventh
15th fifteenth

19th nineteenth

4th fourth
8th eighth
12th twelfth
16th sixteenth

20th twentieth 

When is your birthday? It is on the __________________ of ________________ (month).

When are you traveling? I am will be gone from the ____________________ to the ______________ of November.

[image: image7.wmf]What is today’s date? It is October __________________. 

Fractions

Pronounce the following fractions.  

1/2 
1/4
3/4
1/10
2/3
1/3
5/8
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¼ can be said as “one forth” or “a quarter”. What are two ways to say ¾? 

How much of the pie did Uncle George eat?

Large Numbers

When you buy a home or a car, then you must be able to say larger numbers in English.  This can be more difficult for Asians since our numbering systems are so different.  

How do you say these in your language? Now how do you say them in English?  

$1,000

$20,000
   $100,000

$250,000
$3,000,000


$40,000,000
$7,000,000,000

Which might be the cost of a new car in the USA? Which might be the cost of a middle-class house? Which might be the cost of a millionaire’s house? Which might be the price of a couch?

Temperature equivalents

[image: image9.wmf]Which do you use for the weather: Celsius or Fahrenheit? Here is the conversion for each:

F= C (9/5) + 32 


or

C= (F-32) x 5/9

Is it cold, hot, or mild for the following Fahrenheit temperatures?
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Measurements in Cooking and Baking


Volume:

1 fluid ounce (fl.oz.) = 30 milliliters (ml.)

1 pint (pt.) = .47 liters (l.)

1 cup (c) = 237 ml.




1 gallon (g.) = 3.79 l.

Equivalencies:

[image: image11.wmf]3 tsp. = 1 TBS.

2 TBS. = 1 fl. oz.

2c. = 1 pt.

8 fl. oz. = 1c. 

2 pt. = 1 qt. 


4 qt. = 1 gal. 

Write the correct abbreviation for each: 

Tablespoon ___________ teaspoon ____________ pint _____________ quart ________________

Gallon ___________ pound ______________ ounce _____________ cup ______________

Weight:
1 oz. = 28.35 grams (g.)

1 lb. = 453.6 g. 

1 lb. = 16 oz. 
       
2.205 lbs. = 1 kilogram

Other Equivalencies

1 inch = 2.54 cm.
1 yard = .91 meters
12 inches = 1 foot
3 ft. = 1 yard


1 mile = 1.6 km

Questions about your home and life using numbers:

1. How many people are in your city?

2. [image: image12.wmf]How many people are in your university?

3. How many people were in your high school?

4. When was the first time you traveled abroad?

5. When is your birthday?

6. What temperature do you think it is right now in your home city? 

7. How tall are you?  
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BONUS QUESTION: Can you say these times two different ways? 3:45, 2:15, 12:00 p.m.
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